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Press release             For immediate release 

 

100% to break the cycle of poverty now! 

Ometz shines a light on youth poverty in Montreal’s Jewish community 

 

Montreal, April 28, 2015 – According to the 2011 National Household Survey…. 

 20.5% of children aged 0-14 years in Montreal’s Jewish community live in poverty. 

 51% of children below the age of 15 living in female single parent Jewish families are 

economically disadvantaged. 

 81.5% of Jewish young adults aged 15-24 years who are unattached are most vulnerable to 

poverty. 

Ometz, a charitable organization, works tirelessly at changing these statistics by investing in the younger 

generation so that they can break out of the cycle of poverty. As the number of vulnerable children 

increases, so does the need for more proactive, more effective and more innovative responses and 

financial resources for Ometz to answer the call.   

Ometz gives kids a chance to shine 

On May 27th at Place des Arts, Ometz hosts its annual gala, A Chance to Shine, to help raise the funds 

necessary to support individuals and families struggling with the daily challenges of poverty, neglect, 

hunger, addiction, abuse, learning disabilities and mental illness. Since the inception of A Chance to Shine 

4 years ago, Montreal philanthropists Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Black have acted as patrons of the gala, 

enabling 100% of the evening’s proceeds to go towards helping children and youth at risk. 

Le Petit Cirque leaps into action  

A Chance to Shine will feature a premiere performance by Le PeTiT CiRqUe, LLC™, an all-kids circus 
troupe from Los Angeles. Founded and directed by Quebec-born Nathalie Yves Gaulthier, this California-
based group features the talents of young prodigies aged 14 and under. The circus troupe creates 
powerful visuals that sensitize and inspire audiences with breath-taking acrobatics. This performance will 
bring messages of hope and joy to all the children helped by Ometz. For more information about A 
Chance to Shine and for a sneak preview of Le Petit Cirque’s performance, click www.ometz.ca/shine 
 

http://www.ometz.ca/shine
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Local kids lend their voices to the cause 

Joining Le Petit Cirque on stage, young singing sensations from the Montreal community will take part in 

the show and lend their voices to what is sure to be a memorable evening for everyone, especially for the 

hundreds of vulnerable kids who will be in attendance at the gala. “It’s kids helping kids fight poverty,” 

says Event Chair Ruth Choueke. “It’s about empowering our community’s youth to work together 

towards a brighter future for all.” 

 
About Ometz 
Founded in 1863, Ometz is a charitable organization which supports and strengthens individuals and 
families by offering a range of employment, immigration, school and social services.  Serving more than 
13,000 people annually, Ometz provides intervention, prevention, support services and programs aimed 
to enhance quality of life. Whether supporting a student who is struggling at school, a family in crisis, an 
individual coping with mental illness, a person looking for a new career or starting a new life in Montreal, 
Ometz helps change lives. To find out more, please visit www.ometz.ca 
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For information: 
 
Maria D’Andrea     Mahalia Verna 
Publicist     Manager, Marketing & Communications 
Notre Cause     Ometz 
mdandrea@notrecause.ca   mahalia.verna@ometz.ca 
(514) 592-5486      (514) 342-0000 (#3468) 
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